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brief manual supplied by him. All those children who to the teacher seem

backward, diseased or defective, are listed by the teacher. These are care-

fully examined by the medical inspector on his visit to the school. When
he finds disease or defect he makes a record of the case, and the case is

disposed of as the occasion demands. A communicable disease requires the

exclusion of the child; a non-communicable disease or a defect is recorded,

and the parent notified and urged to give the child the needed medical

attention.

Some method of keeping track of each child is used so that infectious

diseases may not spread; and in order to know what children have received

medical attention. To compare the progress before and after the correc-

tion of defects furnishes a very interesting study, one that leaves no room
to question the expediency of having medical inspection.

Each one of us can recall instances in which a failure to invest in a

capable health protector proved very expensive to a county, costing much
sickness and perhaps human life, not to mention other expenses. The epi-

demic gained such headway that the schools were closed, hundreds of dollars

were spent in quarantines established too late, and children were robbed of

school advantages. All this happened because there was no whole-time

capable health officer who with the intelligent cooperation of the teachers

could take charge of the situation at the proper moment, and prevent the

epidemic.

Conimuuicable Diseases,

The following is a list of those diseases to which special attention is given

by the medical inspector, and with which the teacher should have a thorough

acquaintance:

Diphtheria. ' Pink eyes.

Scarlet fever. Ring worm.

Measles. Scabies (itch).

Smallpox. Pediculosis (lice).

Chicken pox. Impetigo contagiosa.

Whooping cough. Typhoid fever.

Influenza (grippe). Hookworm disease.

JNIumps. Malaria.

Eye diseases. Tuberculosis.

Trachoma.

Noii-oommuiiical)le Diseases or Defects.

Whether or not any of the communicable diseases make their appearance

to demand the time of the inspector, there will always be found children

suffering from some remediable affection which renders them backward.

Among these may be named:

Anemia (impoverished blood). Bone deformity.

Enlarged glands. Defect of vision.

Nervous diseases. Defect of hearing.

Heart disease. Defect of breathing.

Lung disease. Defective teeth.

Feeble mindedness.
^

Enlarged tonsils.

Skin disease. Adenoids.


